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I NTRODUCTI ON TO TH E M ANUAL  
 

“The most  difficult  thing is the decision to act , the rest  is merely 
tenacity. The fears are paper  t igers. You can do anything you 

decide to do.” 
            � Amel ia Earhar t  

 
This Scholarship Manual has been prepared to assist  the students 

of the Universi ty of Michigan-Dearborn and al l  Women’s Resource Center  
guests. I t  is a compilat ion of scholarship and other  financial aid 
informat ion from a var iety of sources. Therefore, i t  serves as a quick and 
useful guide to the most  accurate and up-to-date scholarship informat ion 
and the appl icat ion process. Fur thermore, this manual was not  intended 
to be the only source in one’s search for  financial assistance. I t  wi l l  provide 
one with an enhanced understanding of the scholarship process, such that  
one may bet ter  navigate through the procedure of locat ing and applying 
for  financial suppor t . 

 
The Women’s Resource Center  is dedicated to providing suppor t  for  

the needs and issues of al l . Therefore, beyond the suppor t  of this manual 
and UM-D Financial  Aid Office, the Women’s Resource Center  wi l l  provide 
extended informat ion and assistance about  the scholarship process 
through the faci l i tat ion of workshops (e.g. scholarship workshop) and 
resources avai lable in the Women’s Resource Center  l ibrary (e.g. 
scholarship books and appl icat ions). The Women’s Resource Center  
encourages and suppor ts al l  those who seek financial suppor t  for  
achieving their  personal and professional goals. 

 
This manual’s purpose is two-fold. First  of al l , scholarship seekers 

wil l  be int roduced to scholarships as a form of financial aid. Secondly, 
scholarship navigators wil l  become famil iar  with the scholarship 
appl icat ion process: the scholarship essay (e.g. hints for  wr i t ing a well  
wr i t ten essay); how to obtain let ters of recommendat ion and t ranscr ipts; a 
scholarship t racker ; and a financial aid checkl ist . I n addit ion, scholarship 
seekers wil l  find an up-to-date l ist ing and descr ipt ion of var ious 
scholarships. 
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PAYI NG FOR COL L EGE: SCH OL ARSH I PS 
 

“Just  over  the hi l l  a beaut i ful  val ley,  
but  you must  cl imb the hi l l  to see i t .” 

� Anonymous 

As tuit ion increases and jobs become more difficult  to find and 
maintain because of var ious global and local economic setbacks, col lege 
students must  make t ime to search for  al l  the funding oppor tunit ies 
avai lable to finance their  educat ion. So make t ime and begin your  search 
ear ly. An effect ive way to fund one’s educat ion is through scholarships. 
The authors of Greenes’ Guide to Financing Higher  Education (Greene and 
Greene 2004:225) state: 

You may earn scholarships for  academic or  ext racur r icular  mer it , 
involvement  in organizat ion or  service act ivi t ies, or  as a discount  
on tuit ion from a col lege. You can apply for  mer it -based 
scholarships from col leges, corporat ions, unions, nonprofi t  
organizat ions, and other  ent i t ies and do not  need to repay 
scholarships funds. 

As you wil l  discover  in your  scholarship search, there are three levels 
of scholarship: nat ional, organizat ional and depar tmental. To be 
considered for  each scholarship, there are cer tain cr i ter ia and 
requirements which need to be met . For  instance, according to the 
2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Appl ication, in order  to 
be considered el igible for  a UM-D scholarship, you must  be a “U.S. ci t izen 
or  el igible non-cit izen, be current ly enrol led in a degree seeking program, 
have a minimum cumulat ive 3.0 GPA (undergraduate) or  6.0 GPA 
(graduate), have completed a minimum of 12 credits (undergraduate) or  6 
credits (graduate) at  the University of Michigan-Dearborn.” Addi t ional ly, 
there may be requirements specific to cer tain scholarships so you must  
look into that  as well . At  the end of this manual you wil l  find a sample 
int roduct ion let ter  that  wi l l  help you wr ite your  own let ter  for  request ing 
scholarship informat ion from an agency.1  

 
There are a plethora of scholarships avai lable, but  you must  be 

organized and t imely so that  you can invest igate the kind of funding you 
need and how to ret r ieve it  in order  to advance your  educat ion. 
Fur thermore, some scholarship organizat ions want  to receive mater ial far  
in advance. Be aware of al l  deadl ines!  

                                                 
1 See Appendix A 
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SCH OL ARH I P SCAM S 
 

 Be aware of scholarship scams! For  instance, when searching for  
scholarships only t rust  in publ ished websi tes so that  you are not  a vict im 
of a SCHOLARSHIP SCAM. Gai l  Schlachter  and David Weber  (2005:3-4) 
advise their  readers to watch out  for  scholarship scams. Below are some of 
the major  signs that  a scholarship is a scam: 

 
(1) The scholarship agency requests your  personal financial informat ion. I f 
the scholarship offer  requires you to supply a credit  card number  and/or  
bank account  informat ion then i t  is not  a credible offer . Request ing any 
personal financial  informat ion is a pret ty good hint  that  i t  is a scam. You 
wil l  not  need to disclose this informat ion in order  to apply for  
scholarships. 
 
(2) “We’l l  do al l  the work” (Schlachter  and Weber  2005:4). I f the 
scholarship agency or  organizat ion states that  they wil l  do al l  the 
scholarship searching for  you for  a fee, do not  fal l  into that  scholarship 
t rap! I t  sounds l ike a very nice offer  because we are al l  so busy; however , 
you need to take the t ime to do your  own search so that  you find the 
funding that  best  serves your  specific interests and needs. 
 
(3) “The scholarship wi l l  cost  you some money” (Schlachter  and Weber  
2005:4). This is good hint  that  a par t icular  scholarship is a scam. That  is, 
any scholarships you apply for  should not  cost  you money.  
 
(4) “You are a final ist ” or  “you have been selected” (Schlachter  and Weber  
2005:4) in a contest  you never  entered. The scholarships you apply for  
should serve your  specific interests and wil l  require you to do some work 
to seek them out  and fulfi l l  al l  requirements. So i f you see something that  
states “you are a winner” then you are probably looking at  a scholarship 
scam! 
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GET SERI OUS ABOUT YOUR SEARCH  
 

 Begin your  search at  least  18 months before you actual ly want  to 
receive the money (Kaplan 2005:5). This wi l l  leave adequate t ime to 
complete an extensive search, ret r ieve as much detai led informat ion as 
possible, and final ly acquire the one you want . For  al l  scholarships, make 
sure that  you are el igible to apply by careful ly examining the ent ire 
appl icat ion. You must  fi l l  out  al l  the required appl icat ion informat ion and 
send out  al l  required documents. I t  cannot  be emphasized enough that  you 
must  keep t rack of al l  deadl ines because appl icat ions sent  out  after  the 
deadline are, for  the most  par t , not  considered.  

 
At  the end of this manual you wil l  find a scholarship t racker  that  

wi l l  al low you to easi ly keep t rack of the scholarship names, cr i ter ia, 
requirements and deadlines.2 After  you have completed al l  the appl icat ion 
requirements, i t  is st rongly suggested that  you make a copy of the ent ire 
appl icat ion for  yourself. Once you mail  out  the appl icat ions and the 
deadline has passed you may cal l  the agency to fol low up on the status of 
your  appl icat ion.  

 
Addit ional ly, you may contact  the UM-D Financial  Aid Office 

before the fal l  semester  begins regarding any scholarships you have 
received and how they may affect  other  awards you may receive from the 
University. The authors of Greenes’ Guide to Financing Higher  Education 
(Greene &  Greene 2004:7) suggest  that  students “work with col lege 
financial aid officers as a helpful source of informat ion and guidance. They 
are there to help you manage the costs of col lege and navigate the 
complexit ies of secur ing aid.”  

 
Please be reminded that  the Women’s Resource Center  (313-583-

6445) as well  as the Financial  Aid Office (313-593-5300) are avai lable to 
assist  you i f you do not  understand some aspect  of the appl icat ion. Also, 
you may contact  the scholarship organizat ion to which you apply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                 
2 See Appendix B 
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  TH E SCH OL ARSH I P APPL I CATI ON PROCESS 
 

“Nothing great  was ever  achieved without  enthusiasm.” 
� � Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
The Appl ication 

 
I t  cannot  be st ressed enough that  you must  careful ly read the 

ent ire scholarship appl icat ion. That  is, make sure that  you understand al l  
the steps and requirements. One way to easi ly get  your  appl icat ion placed 
in the “refuse” pi le is by not  fol lowing al l  of the direct ions. After  you have 
careful ly looked over  the appl icat ion i t  would be helpful to have a fr iend, 
advisor  and/or  family member  look i t  over  as well . According to the 
2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Appl ication, “only 
complete appl icat ions wil l  be submit ted to the scholarship commit tee.” 

 
The Essay 

 
The scholarship essay is a significant  par t  of the scholarship 

appl icat ion process. This sect ion of the manual wi l l  give you some basic 
ideas about  how to wr ite an effect ive scholarship essay.3 The ideas 
presented here are drawn from many sources, such as scholarship 
handbooks, publ ished websites and UM-D’s very own Scholarship 
Special ist  and Financial  Aid Officer , Sabr ina Guyton. Use this informat ion 
as a guide to successful ly financing your  educat ion and ult imately 
achieving your  personal and professional goals. 

 
Engl ish pol i t ician and wr i ter  Joseph Addison stated, “Words, 

when well  chosen and presented, have so great  a force in them that  a 
descr ipt ion often gives us more l ively ideas than the sight  of things 
themselves.” You want  to make the scholarship select ion commit tee aware 
of how deserving you are of the scholarship for  which you apply. You want  
to set  yourself apar t  from the rest  of the appl icants. Tap into your  creat ive 
side and let  the commit tee know your  ambit ions, goals, st rengths, 
mot ivat ion and how you wil l  use the scholarship to advance your  personal 
and professional goals.  

 
The most  basic components of wr i t ing an effect ive essay are to be 

open, honest  and above al l  interest ing as you present  yourself to a 

                                                 
3 See the fol lowing source for  a detailed look at  how to wr i te an effect ive essay: 
McKee, Cynthia Ruiz &  Phil l ip C. McKee Jr . 2000. “Cash for  Col lege’s Wri te i t  
Right : How to Wri te the Essay They’l l  Love and Get  the Cash You Need.” New 
York: Qui l l . 
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commit tee who may not  be famil iar  wi th you, your  st rengths and your  
abi l i t ies. Below are some t ips for  brainstorming, draft ing, wr i t ing, edi t ing, 
pol ishing and/or  complet ing your  scholarship essay. 

 
�  Begin your  essay with a star t l ing fact , quote, anecdote or  a vivid 

descr ipt ion of some type of scenery and/or  event . That  is, begin your  
essay in a st rong, persuasive manner  - captur ing the at tent ion of 
your  reader  so that  he or  she wants to cont inue reading your  essay.   

 
�  Creat ively tel l  the reader  a br ief story about  your  l i fe, focusing on 

chal lenges you have faced personally and professional ly and how 
you have overcome them. Be sure to include why you are in financial 
need and how the scholarship for  which you are applying wil l  be 
helpful to you. Be specific! 

 
�  I t  is very empower ing to think about , wr i te down and tel l  people of 

one’s achievements and st rengths. So please do not  be shy and do 
descr ibe al l  of your  achievements—highl ight  your  ski l ls and 
abi l i t ies, academic and professional honors. Remember , you deserve 
i t ! 

 
�  I ntegrate into your  essay a discussion of what  you wil l  do once you 

have successful ly completed your  educat ion. Share with the 
scholarship commit tee your  plan for  personal and professional 
success (e.g. dreams, hopes and desires). Be specific about  the type 
of career  you want  to obtain.   

 
�  Let  the commit tee know what  you wil l  contr ibute to the community 

once you graduate and how your  educat ion and ski l ls wi l l  enhance 
your  l i fe and the l ives of others. Provide some examples to i l lust rate 
your  point . 

 
�  Discuss your  cur rent  economic situat ion. I n a clear  and concise 

manner , let  the commit tee know you are in need of financial suppor t  
and explain how impor tant  the scholarship is to the cont inuat ion of 
your  educat ion. I n order  to best  assess your  financial need, you may 
want  to consider  prepar ing a col lege budget  worksheet  that  includes 
col lege tuit ions/fees and any addit ional expenses (e.g. books, 
suppl ies, rent , ut i l i t ies, telephone, food, enter tainment , personal 
care, clothing, medical, dental, t ranspor tat ion, chi ld care). (Greene &  
Greene 29-30). The 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship 
Appl ication provides a space (Statement of Need) for  you to descr ibe 
your  financial si tuat ion. Sabr ina Guyton has k indly provided some 
useful informat ion regarding this par t  of the UM-D appl icat ion 
package. She states,  
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The statement  of need is a very impor tant  piece of the 
scholarship package. The appl icant  should descr ibe their  
financial si tuat ion and include any and al l  circumstances 
that  they feel the commit tee should consider  in awarding 
the scholarship. The appl icant  must  remember  that  they 
are applying for  financial assistance. Why are they 
applying? Why do they have need? They must  also 
remember  that  they are not  there to answer  any quest ions 
the commit tee may have, so they should give the 
commit tee whatever  informat ion they can regarding their  
financial need to aid the commit tee in the select ion and 
awarding. The appl icant  should be honest  and as clear  as 
possible. A separate sheet  may cer tainly be at tached, i f 
necessary.  
 

�  I n your  conclusion do not  rephrase par ts of your  int roduct ion. That  
is, conclude your  essay by creat ively and succinct ly br inging 
together  al l  points of your  discussion or  theme. Think about  leaving 
a last ing impression!  

 
�  One of the most  impor tant  things to do before you submit  the essay 

is to proofread i t  yourself and have i t  proofread by at  least  two other  
people. You and your  proofreader(s) should look for  the fol lowing 
potent ial er rors: organizat ion and flow of essay, grammar and 
spel l ing. Make sure that  your  essay is clear  and concise. The essay 
should be about  one to two pages (page length var ies). You wil l  
probably have several rough drafts before you actual ly have a well-
wr i t ten and pol ished essay. So devote as much t ime as possible to 
improving your  essay. However , you must  be aware of the deadlines! 
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L ETTERS OF RECOM M ENDATI ON 
 

Some scholarship appl icat ions wil l  require let ters of recommendat ion 
from individuals who are aware of the student ’s personali ty, st rengths and 
abi l i t ies. The 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Appl ication 
requires two let ters of recommendat ion, one of which must  be from a 
faculty member . The 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship 
Appl ication packet  (which includes the scholarship recommendat ion 
forms) can be downloaded from the Office of Financial Aid Website at  
ht tp://www.umd.umich.edu/financialaid.  Paper  copies of the appl icat ion 
wil l  no longer  be avai lable. 

 
Sabr ina Guyton suggests that  students choose individuals who are 

famil iar  with their  academic work as well  as their  personal and 
professional interests and goals. I t  is fair  to state that  i f one asks 
professors who do not  know him or  her  well  they may not  be able to wr i te 
st rong and power ful let ters of recommendat ion. That  is not  to say that  the 
professors would not  have something nice to say about  one’s per formance 
as a student , but  the let ters may not  be wr it ten in a cogent  and persuasive 
manner .  

 
Remember , the idea here is to set  oneself apar t  from other  potent ial 

candidates. This could be the theme for  an ent ire appl icat ion; that  is, 
placing oneself in a posi t ion in which al l  of one’s character ist ics wi l l  shine.  
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TRANSCRI PTS 
 

Some scholarships wil l  require you to send t ranscr ipts as par t  of your  
appl icat ion. A t ranscr ipt  is a student©s complete academic record at  the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn. The t ranscr ipt (s) from other  schools 
that  were presented for  admission have become an integral par t  of the 
fi les of the admit t ing offices and cannot  be released, either  direct ly or  for  
copying purposes. I t  wi l l  be necessary for  you to wr ite direct ly to the 
inst i tut ions concerned to obtain copies of those previous records. I n 
addit ion, documents such as SAT/ACT scores are not  avai lable from the 
Office of Regist rat ion &  Records.       

 
University of Michigan-Dearborn t ranscr ipts wi l l  be released only 

upon wr it ten request  of the student . Requests are processed within three 
to five business days. Under  cer tain circumstances, such as the end of the 
term or  upon graduat ion, requests may take longer  to process. Requests 
wil l  not  be processed i f you have any financial obl igat ion outstanding to 
the University. No fee is required for  standard del ivery t ranscr ipts.   
Students may request  a rush copy of their  t ranscr ipt  in person at  the 
Enrol lment  Services counter . A $10.00 rush fee per  t ranscr ipt  (cash or  
check only) wi l l  be required at  the t ime of the request . Requests received 
pr ior  to 12:00 noon wil l  be ready for  pickup on the same day after  4:00 
p.m. Requests received after  12:00 noon wil l  be avai lable for  pickup the 
fol lowing day after  8:30 a.m. 

  
I f you need to submit  t ranscr ipts for  a scholarship, you can locate the 

necessary t ranscr ipt  form and any other  per t inent  informat ion at  the 
Universi ty of Michigan-Dearborn’s Office of Registration and Records 
located in the Universi ty Center . You may also visi t  their  websi te at    
ht tp://www.umd.umich.edu/r r_t ranscr ipts and pr int  out  the necessary 
t ranscr ipt  requests form or  submit  an onl ine request  for  t ranscr ipts.  

 
For  fur ther  informat ion please contact  the Office of Registration and 

Records. (313-583-6500; regist rars@umd.umich.edu)  
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TH ANK -YOU L ETTERS 
 

 I t  is impor tant  that  you fol low up with a thank-you let ter  to al l  
those who have helped you with the appl icat ion process (e.g. references, 
advisors) and especial ly to the agency or  organizat ion that  selected you as 
the recipient  of the scholarship (Kaplan 2005).  

 
I n your  thank-you let ter , t ype the date that  you wrote the let ter  

and the address of the agency or  organizat ion. I n the body of your  let ter  
you want  to show that  you are very grateful for  having received the 
scholarship award. I n addit ion to this, let  the agency or  organizat ion know 
what  you plan on doing with the scholarship award and how beneficial i t  
wi l l  be to advancing your  educat ion. Be sure to thank the commit tee for  
their  t ime in consider ing your  appl icat ion. You may include any 
informat ion that  wi l l  reassure them that  they have made the r ight  choice.  

 
Please note that  this let ter  should not  exceed one standard size 

page, do not  use any special fonts or  cl ip-ar t . This thank-you let ter  should 
be specific, clear  and concise. Moreover , i f you appl ied for  more than one 
scholarship, wr i te a thank-you let ter  to each scholarship agency or  
organizat ion. 
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                         SCH OL ARSH I P DI RECTORY 

 
  “Dare to do.” 

                                      � Clara Bar ton 
 

The most  impor tant  resources for  your  scholarship search are books, 
the Internet  (beware of unofficial si tes and searches) and, of course, the 
Financial  Aid Office and the Women’s Resource Center . Also, be sure to 
invest igate scholarships that  are avai lable through your  school (i .e. CASL, 
CECS, School of Management, School of Educat ion). Plan to spend a good 
amount  of t ime navigat ing through var ious credible websites. This manual 
is cer tainly a useful tool in helping you through this process, but  you must  
be wil l ing to spend t ime si ft ing through a lot  of scholarship and financial  
aid oppor tunit ies that  are avai lable. L ibrar ies and bookstores provide 
many scholarship and funding resource guides. For  instance, the UM-
Dearborn L ibrary has scholarship books avai lable. Visi t  the onl ine l ibrary 
catalog (ht tp://l ibrary.umd.umich.edu/) and in the search box type in 
scholarships.  

 
The fol lowing is a l ist  of scholarship oppor tunit ies avai lable to 

students.4  Under  each website and scholarship l ist ing there is a br ief 
descr ipt ion of the scholarship and/or  scholarship source.  

 
    Websi tes 
 

�  Michigan Student  Aid Websi te 
(ht tp://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid)  
This official  state of Michigan site states: “H igh School, Col lege, 
Career  ... You Can Do I t ! Whether  you are a middle school student , 
high school student , in col lege, thinking of returning to col lege, or  a 
parent  t rying to guide your  chi ld through school and col lege choices; 
good informat ion is avai lable here and on related l inks.” 

�  Federal Student  Aid Applicat ion (ht tp://www.fafsa.ed.gov/) 
Here you wil l  find everything you want  to know about  the FAFSA 
applicat ion process. I t  is highly recommended that  you complete the 
FAFSA applicat ion “no mat ter  what” (Cassidy 2004:IX).  

�  FastWeb (ht tp://www.fastweb.com/)  
This websi te is for  conduct ing searches of scholarships and other  
types of financial aid. This search wil l  cost  you no money; al l  you 
have to do is sign up. You have many helpful tools avai lable, such as 

                                                 
4 This informat ion was der ived from the UM-D Women’s Resource Center  Web 
si te: (ht tp://www.umd.umich.edu/womenscenter /students/scholarships.html) and 
UM-Financial  Aid: (ht tp://www.umd.umich.edu/univ/finaid/scholarsearch.htm). 
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a calendar  to t rack scholarships and deadlines, a “to-do” l ist  and a 
“favor i tes” page. Addit ional ly, you wil l  find special offers l ike a free 
col lege tuit ion contest .  

�   Michigan Colleges and Universit ies Page (ht tp://www.col lege-
scholarships.com/michigan.htm) 
“Students, parents, and educators may use this page to request  
col lege and university catalogues, admissions appl icat ions, and 
informat ion about  scholarships and financial aid." This si te includes 
“comprehensive informat ion” about  t radit ional, onl ine, career  and 
technical col leges al l  over  Michigan. Also, you can extend your  
search beyond Michigan col leges to many other  col leges across the 
United States. Be sure to cl ick on the l ink “Free scholarship 
searches” for  addi t ional search si tes.  

�  Schools In Michigan (ht tp://www.schoolsinmichigan.com/) 
This si te states that  i t  “provides you with everything you need to 
know about  schools, careers and col leges in Michigan. Whether  you 
want  to know the highest  paying careers, the largest  schools in 
Michigan or  you are simply searching for  col lege prep informat ion 
such as the next  career  fai r  or  SAT test  dates, you can find i t  al l  
here!” The site includes informat ion on financial aid resources. You 
can create your  own por t fol io that  includes the fol lowing: career  test , 
planner , resume bui lder , budget  bui lder  and school informat ion.  

�  FinAid (ht tp://www.finaid.org/) 
“The smar t  student  guide to financial aid.” Here you wil l  find 
informat ion on scholarships, loans, savings, mil i tary aid, other  types 
of aid, financial aid appl icat ions, beyond financial aid, FinAid 
Newslet ter , and a free scholarship search. 

�  Educat ional Loans 
(ht tp://www.umd.umich.edu/univ/finaid/loans.htm) 
Please see the University of Michigan-Dearborn©s Office of Financial 
Aid©s website for  informat ion on educat ional loans. This website has 
been a major  source for  this manual.  

�  Financial Aid Resource Center  (ht tp://www.theoldschool.org/)  
This si te provides a free newslet ter , educat ional  resource directory, 
student  loans and lenders, student /parent  loans, Stafford loans, 
PLUS loans, Perkins loans, al ternat ive loans, consol idat ion loans 
and scholarships, a free scholarship search and var ious other  tools 
to assist  in financial  and educat ional planning.  

�  Col lege Answer  (ht tp://www.col legeanswer .com/index.jsp) 
This is a website for  “students, parents, and counselors.” This 
website has a free search engine to help you research scholarships. 
Addit ional ly, i t  contains a plethora of informat ion on applying to 
schools in general. 

�  U.S. Depar tment  of Educat ion Website 
(ht tp://www.ed.gov/students/landing.jhtml?src=fp) 
“This is the official  federal  government  website devoted to educat ion 
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and includes informat ion for  students on such topics as grants, 
loans, and work-study.” 

�  Scholarships.com (ht tp://www.scholarships.com) This si te is a great  
source for  local and nat ional col lege scholarships. I t  features 
“scholarship search results matching your  specific needs and 
interests.” Al l  you need to do is sign up for  a free search of schools 
and financial aid informat ion.  

Speci fic Scholarships 

�  L uci le B. Conger  Alum nae Gr oup Scholar sh i ps for  
Under gr aduat es 
“The Luci le B. Conger  Group is one of 32 Universi ty of Michigan 
Alumnae organizat ions nat ionwide. Founded in 1947, the group is 
act ively involved in raising funds to provide scholarships to women 
in financial need to at tend the Universi ty of Michigan-Dearborn. 
Approximately ten scholarships are awarded through this program 
each year  in amounts ranging from $3,000 to $5,000. El igibi l i ty 
appl ies to women: 
1. who are US ci t izens and Michigan residents 
2. who are current ly enrol led in degree-grant ing undergraduate 
programs at  the UM-Dearborn 
3. with a minimum cumulat ive grade point  average of 2.5 
4. who qual i fy for  need-based aid and have submit ted a FAFSA 
5. who demonstrate involvement  in the University community; and 
6. who enrol l  ful l -t ime dur ing the academic year .” 
Must  be submit ted to the Office of Financial Aid at  UM-Dearborn. 
Appl icat ions avai lable in the Women©s Resource Center  (2174 UC) 
and the Office of Financial  Aid at  UM-Dearborn (1183 UC). For  
fur ther  informat ion, cal l  the Office of Financial Aid at  593-5300. 

�  Busi ness &  Pr ofessi onal  Women Scholar sh i ps 
“The BPW Foundat ion created the Career  Advancement  Scholarship 
Program to award financial assistance to disadvantaged women who 
want  to fur ther  their  educat ion. Scholarships are provided to women 
who wish to advance their  career  or  wi l l  soon enter  or  re-enter  the 
workforce. To be el igible, you must  be a female; 25 years of age or  
older ; a US cit izen; demonstrate cr i t ical financial need; be official ly 
accepted into an accredited program or  course of study at  a US 
inst i tut ion; graduate within 12 to 24 months from date of grant ; 
demonstrate clear  career  plans; not  be earning a PhD, MD, DDS, 
DVM, JD, or  simi lar  degree.” Visi t  the BPW website 
(ht tp://www.bpwusa.org) for  fur ther  informat ion and to download 
the appl icat ion. 

�  Amer i can  Associ at i on  of  Un i ver si t y  Women Car eer  
Developmen t  Gr an t s 
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“Career  Development  Grants suppor t  women who hold a bachelor©s 
degree and are prepar ing to advance their  careers, change careers, 
or  re-enter  the work force. Special considerat ion is given to AAUW 
members, women of color , and women pursuing their  fi rst  advanced 
degree or  credent ials in nontradit ional fields. Grants provide 
suppor t  for  course work beyond a bachelor©s degree including a 
master©s degree, second bachelor©s degree, or  special ized t raining in 
technical or  professional fields. Funds are avai lable for  distance 
learning. Course work must  be taken at  an accredited two or  four-
year  col lege or  university or  at  a technical school that  is ful ly 
l icensed or  accredited by an agency recognized by the U.S. 
Depar tment  of Educat ion. Funds are not  avai lable for  doctoral-level 
work.” For  fur ther  informat ion and to download the appl icat ion, 
visi t  the AAUW websi te (ht tp://www.aauw.org/). 

�  Educat i onal  Foun dat i on  for  Women i n  Accoun t i ng 
“The ‘Women in Transit ion’ Scholarship was establ ished in 1990 to 
commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the Educat ional Foundat ion. 
The Board of Trustees designated this fund for  scholarship awards 
to women returning to school to earn a bachelor ’s degree in 
account ing. This scholarship is renewable annually upon 
sat isfactory complet ion of course requirements.” Appl icat ions and 
deadline informat ion wil l  be avai lable at  the EFWA website 
(www.efwa.org). 

�  Women i n  Need Scholar sh i p This scholarship is also par t  of the 
EFWA. I t  is “ avai lable to women in their  third, four th, or  fi fth year  
of academic pursuit  who need the financial suppor t  to complete their  
degrees. This two year , $2,000 per  year  scholarship is renewable 
annually upon sat isfactory complet ion of course requirements.” 
Appl icat ions and deadline informat ion wil l  be avai lable at  the 
EFWA website (www.efwa.org).   

�  2008/2009 UM -D Cur r en t  St uden t s Scholar sh i p App l i cat i on 5 
Those students who wish to apply should contact  the Financial  Aid 
Office (1183 UC)(593-5300) to obtain addit ional  informat ion. The 
appl icat ion may be downloaded from the financial aid website:�
ht tp://www.umd.umich.edu/financialaid/.  The fol lowing is a l ist  of 
the 2007/2008 scholarships. The l ist ings for  2008/2009 may vary 
sl ight ly.   
-Academic Internship Tuit ion Scholarship 
-Academic Scholarship for  Graduate Students 
-Afr ican-Amer ican Alumni Affi l iate Book Scholarship 
-Alumni Legacy Scholarship 
-Amer ican Associat ion of University Women (AAUW) Scholarship+ 
-Barnes &  Noble Book Scholarship 

                                                 
5 This informat ion was der ived from the 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students 
Appl ication. 
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-CASL Alumni Affi l iate Scholarship 
-John Dempsey Memor ial Scholarship 
-Dr . George &  I sabel le Elanjian Armenian Scholarship 
-General Mer it  Scholarship+ 
-Janet  &  Cynthia Hewit t  Scholarship for  Women 
-Internat ional Studies Scholarship 
-Wil l iam &  Al ice Jenkins Memor ial Scholarship 
-Grace and Evelyn Kachaturoff Scholarship  
-James &  May Bell  Loeb Scholarship 
-Minor i ty Recognit ion Scholarship 
-Returning Woman Scholarship+ 
-Richard Reynolds Memor ial Scholarship 
-Velda D. Taylor  Scholarship for  Returning Women 
-Special Educat ion Student ’s Scholarship+ 
-Richard A. Young Public Service Scholarship 
+Open to graduate students 

�  The Cen t er  for  t he Edu cat i on  of  Women (UM -AA) 
Scholar sh i p Pr ogr am 
”This scholarship program for  returning women students was 
establ ished in 1970 to honor  the academic per formance and 
potent ial of women whose educat ion has been inter rupted. Women 
in business, engineer ing, mathemat ics, physical  sciences, and other  
less t radi t ional fields for  women are especial ly encouraged to apply. 
Al l  appl icat ions are made to CEW Scholarships in general and not  to 
any one specific scholarship. Appl icants who have received a CEW 
Scholarship in the past  are not  el igible. Appl icants must  have had 
an inter rupt ion in educat ion dur ing which no academic credit  was 
earned. The inter rupt ion must  be at  least : a) for ty-eight  consecut ive 
months, or  b) a total of fi ft y months excluding inter rupt ions of less 
than eight  months. Appl icat ions may be downloaded at  
ht tp://www.cew.umich.edu and are also avai lable in the Women’s 
Resource Center  (2174 UC). 

�  J ack  Shaheen  Offer s Scholar sh i p 
”Renowned author , professor , and news correspondent  Jack Shaheen 
is offer ing the 2005 Jack G. Shaheen Mass Communicat ions 
Scholarship. The purpose of the $1,000 award is to recognize Arab-
Amer ican students who excel in media studies. U.S. ci t izens of 
junior , senior , or  graduate status with at  least  a 3.0 GPA, major ing 
in journal ism, radio, television, and/or  fi lm are el igible. A one-page 
essay stat ing that  you are a U.S. ci t izen, explaining your  goals, and 
why you deserve the scholarship; two let ters of recommendat ion 
from Mass Communicat ion professors; copies of your  ar t icles, videos, 
fi lms, and so for th; official  academic t ranscr ipts, including your  
GPA; permanent  home address, phone number , email  address are 
al l  required to apply.” Please send your  informat ion to the Amer ican 
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Arab Ant i-Discr iminat ion Commit tee: ADC Research Inst i tute, 1732 
Wisconsin Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. 202-244-2990. 

�  J ack  K en t  Cook e Foun dat i on  Gr aduat e Scholar sh i p 
”UM-D can nominate two students for  the Jack Kent  Cooke 
Foundat ion Graduate Scholarship program. The scholarships cover  
a por t ion of educat ional expenses including tui t ion, l iving expenses, 
books and other  required fees. The amount  and durat ion of awards 
vary by student  and depend on the total cost  of at tendance and other  
scholarships or  grants received as well  as the length of the degree 
sought . The maximum amount  avai lable for  each recipient  is 
$50,000 per  year  and the maximum length of the award is six years. 
The scholarship recipients may pursue any graduate or  professional 
degree at  any accredited col lege or  university.” To be el igible to be 
nominated by UM-D, you must : 
1) Be a current  student  at  an accredited US col lege or  university 
with senior  status or  a recent  graduate (since May 2001); 
2) Have a cumulat ive col lege GPA of 3.50 or  bet ter ; and 
3) Plan to begin a ful l-t ime graduate degree program in the fal l . 
Downloadable versions of the required forms are avai lable at  the 
Foundat ion©s website: ht tp://www.jackkentcookefoundat ion.org. The 
forms wil l  be found in the Scholarships and Grants sect ions of the 
website. Because a col lege or  university must  nominate each 
appl icant  and because each inst i tut ion can nominate only two 
individuals, a commit tee of faculty chaired by the Foundat ion©s 
representat ive at  UM-D wil l  review the appl icat ions and wil l  select  
UM-D©s nominees. I f you have quest ions, please contact  Susan W. 
Mar t in, Provost , at  313-593-5030 or  by email  at  
swmart in@umich.edu  

�  J ane M . K lausman  Women i n  Busi ness Scholar sh i ps 
 “Advancing the Status of Women Wor ldwide…Women of any 
nat ional i ty pursuing undergraduate business degrees who 
demonstrate outstanding potent ial in the field are el igible. To apply, 
you must  meet  the fol lowing minimum requirements:  
1) Be el igible to enter  the third or  four th year  of an undergraduate 
degree program at  an accredited university/col lege/inst i tute program 
at  the t ime the funds are received. 
2) Have achieved an outstanding academic record dur ing the first  
two-three years of academic studies. 
3) Demonstrate intent  to complete a program in business and show 
outstanding achievement  in business-related subjects, as recorded 
on the official  university/col lege/inst i tute t ranscr ipt . 
The scholarship award of $5,000 may be used for  tui t ion, books or  
l iving expenses at  any university, col lege or  inst i tut ion offer ing 
accredited business courses and degrees. The Jane M. K lausman 
Women in Business Scholarship Program 
(ht tp://www.zonta.org/si te/PageServer?pagename=zi_issues_progra
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ms_klausman_applicat ion) operates at  the Club, Dist r ict , and 
Internat ional levels of Zonta Internat ional. To apply, please contact  
the Zonta Club nearest  you or  e-mail  your  name and contact  
informat ion to Zonta Internat ional Headquar ters. Their  local Zonta 
Club must  nominate appl icants.” Please see the Zonta Internat ional 
webite for  fur ther  informat ion (e.g. deadl ines and requirements): 
ht tp://www.zonta.org.  

�  Women 's I ndependen ce Scholar sh i p Pr ogr am (WI SP)  
“The Women©s Independence Scholarship Program (WISP) is a 
project  of The Sunshine Lady Foundat ion (SLF) of Nor th Carol ina. 
SLF is a pr ivate family foundat ion establ ished in 1996 by founder  
and President , Dor is Buffet t . A pr imary focus of SLF is to cont inue, 
develop and enhance effor ts to end domest ic violence. The object ive 
of the Women©s Independence Scholarship Program is to help 
survivors of domest ic violence complete an educat ional exper ience 
that  is crucial to secure employment  that  wi l l  provide them with the 
financial foot ing they need to become independent  and self 
sufficient . Suppor t  is avai lable for  ful l  or  par t -t ime students 
interested in at tending vocat ional, community col lege, four-year  
degree or  graduate studies program. Requests for  assistance are 
accepted on an ongoing basis.” Fur ther  informat ion and an 
appl icat ion can be downloaded from the fol lowing website: 
ht tp://www.sunshineladyfdn.org/ 

�  The Sor opt i m i st 's Wom en 's Oppor t un i t y  Aw ar ds Pr ogr am 
“The Women©s Oppor tunity Awards, Soropt imist©s major  service 
project , was establ ished by Soropt imist  I nternat ional of the 
Amer icas in 1972 to assist  women enter ing or  re-enter ing the 
workforce in obtaining the educat ion and ski l ls t raining they need to 
improve their  employment status. Women©s Oppor tunity Awards are 
designed to give women heads of household who provide the pr imary 
source of financial suppor t  for  their  famil ies the oppor tunity to 
achieve their  career  goals—an oppor tunity they have not  previously 
had, whether  because of economic or  social barr iers, or  personal 
circumstances. These awards are for  women who are at tending, or  
have been accepted to, a vocat ional/ski l ls t raining program, or  an 
undergraduate degree program. Women©s Oppor tuni ty Awards are 
cash awards that  recipients may use for  any expenses related to 
their  educat ional pursuits. These include tui t ion and books, housing, 
chi ld care and t ranspor tat ion. These awards are not  scholarships. 
The program begins at  the community level, where award amounts 
vary. Local winners then become el igible to receive region–level 
awards. Every year , 28 geographic regions throughout  Nor th, 
Central and South Amer ica, and Asia each grant  one $5,000 fir st–
place award, and two $3,000 awards. These twenty-eight  fi rst  place 
recipients become el igible to receive one of three $10,000 final ist  
awards. El igible appl icants must  be female heads of household, who 



 

 

19 
are enrol led in or  have been accepted to a vocat ional /ski l ls t raining 
program, or  an undergraduate degree program. Applicants must  
demonstrate financial need, and cannot  have already earned an 
undergraduate degree. Only residents of Soropt imist  I nternat ional 
of the Amer ica’s nineteen member  countr ies and ter r i tor ies are 
el igible to apply.” Appl icat ions are accepted each year  from July 1st  
unt i l  December  1st . Please see the Soropt imist  website 
(www.soropt imist .org) for  the appl icat ion and fur ther  informat ion. 

�  Talbot s Women 's Scholar sh i p Fund 
“This fund, a program of the Talbots Char itable Foundat ion, wi l l  
award $100,000 in scholarships to women determined to final ly get  a 
col lege degree. Five women wil l  each be awarded $10,000 
scholarships, and 50 women wil l  each be awarded $1,000 
scholarships. Al l  appl icants must  be seeking an undergraduate 
degree from an accredited two- or  four-year  col lege or  university, or  
vocat ional-technical school. Only appl icants seeking a bachelor©s 
degree from a four-year  col lege or  university are el igible to receive a 
$10,000 award. Scholarship awards are based pr imar i ly on financial 
need and previous achievements for  women who earned their  high 
school diploma or  GED at  least  10 years ago.” See the Talbots 
website (ht tp://www1.talbots.com/about /scholar /scholar .asp) for  the 
appl icat ion and fur ther  informat ion.  

�  Th i r d Wave Foundat i on  Scholar sh i p Pr ogr am  
“This program is avai lable to al l  ful l -t ime or  par t -t ime young women 
and t ransgender  act ivists age 30 and under  who are enrol led in, or  
have been accepted to, an accredited university, col lege, 
vocat ional/technical school or  community col lege. The pr imary 
cr i ter ia to qual i fy for  a Third Wave scholarship are vigorous 
engagement in act ivist  work and financial need. The Scholarship 
Commit tee pr ior i t izes appl icants who have l imi ted access to 
financial resources and whose civic, community, or  cultural work 
shows a commitment  to social just ice. Students applying for  grants 
should also be involved as act ivists, ar t ists, or  cultural workers 
working on issues such as racism, homophobia, sexism, or  other  
forms of inequali ty. The amount  of each scholarship is decided after  
careful review of the student©s financial aid repor t . The number  of 
scholarships awarded depends on the amount  of each award. 
Scholarships range in amount  from $500 and $5,000 each.” See the 
Third Wave (www.thirdwavefoundat ion.org) website for  fur ther  
informat ion.  

�  Ot i s M . Smi t h  Scholar sh i p 
“The Community Foundat ion for  Southeastern Michigan provides 
scholarships for  working single mothers who pursue higher  
educat ion on at  least  a hal f-t ime basis. Not  more than four  
scholarships of $2,000 wil l  be awarded to successful candidates from 
select  nat ional ly recognized universit ies: Wayne State University, 
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al l  campuses of the University of Michigan and the Columbus 
College of Law at  Cathol ic University Law School. While this is not  
considered to be a renewable scholarship, pr ior  recipients can apply 
for  scholarship considerat ion. The Ot is M. Smith Scholarship is a 
scholarship program of the Community Foundat ion for  Southeastern 
Michigan. I n addit ion to being a single mother  at tending an el igible 
inst i tut ion, qual i fied candidates must :  
1) Be current  residents of Wayne, Oakland or  Macomb county 
2) Be mothers who are st i l l  parent ing their  chi ld or  chi ldren 
3) Demonstrate financial need (FAFSA complet ion required) 
4) Demonstrate effor ts to contr ibute to household and educat ional 
expenses through employment  or  a st rong effor t  to obtain 
employment  
5) Demonstrate academic abi l i ty 
6) Have exemplary character  
Students may download the appl icat ion and guidel ines at  the 
Community Foundat ion for  Southeastern Michigan website at  
ht tp://www.cfsem.org/grants/how_to_apply/scholarships.html (cl ick 
on grants and how to apply).”  

�  Women I n  Defense H ORI ZONS Scholar sh i p Foundat i on  
“Women In Defense (WID) establ ished the HORIZONS Scholarship 
Foundat ion to assist  women who are pursuing or  plan to pursue, 
careers related to US nat ional secur i ty. The value of each Hor izons 
scholarship wil l  be at  least  $500. The deadline is November  1 for  the 
Spr ing semester  and July 1 for  the Fal l  semester . Appl icants must  
be US cit izens, have a minimum GPA of 3.25 and be studying 
Engineer ing, Computer  Science, Physics, Mathemat ics, Business, 
Law, Internat ional Relat ions, Pol i t ical  Science, Operat ions 
Research, Economics or  other  fields of study demonstrated relevant  
to a career  in the areas of nat ional secur i ty or  defense.” 
You may obtain a HORIZONS applicat ion from WI D©s web page 
(ht tp://wid.ndia.org/hor izon) or  by sending a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to: 
HORIZONS Applicat ion, c/o WID 
2111 Wilson Blvd., Sui te 400 
Ar l ington, VA 22201-3061  

LGBT Scholarships 

The website FinAid offers financial aid for  Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, 
and Transgendered students. At  this website you’l l  find several annual 
scholarships and awards through i ts many communit ies. I t  provides 
descr ipt ions of var ious scholarships for  LGBT students. The scholarships 
fal l  under  the fol lowing categor ies: General; athlet ic; regional; campus-
specific; federal; and state student  aid. I n addi t ion, the website has 
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informat ion on other  types of aid (e.g. loans) and much more. The 
fol lowing scholarships were der ived from FinAid’s website. See FinAid’s 
website (ht tp://www.finaid.org/otheraid/gay.phtml) for  more informat ion 
on the fol lowing LGBT scholarships and other  useful  informat ion.  

�  SOL GA K ennet h  W. Payne St u den t  Pr i ze Com pet i t i on  
“The Amer ican Anthropological Associat ion - Society of Lesbian and 
Gay Anthropologists (SOLGA) offers this award for  a scholar ly 
anthropological paper , wr i t ten by a student , on a gay or  lesbian 
topic. The pr ize consists of a cash award and a let ter  of 
commendat ion from the Pr ize Commit tee.” For  fur ther  informat ion, 
please contact : 
Tom Boellstor f (tboel lst@uci.edu)   
Depar tment  of  Anthropology 
University of Cal i fornia, I rvine 
3151 Social Science Plaza 
I r ivine, CA  92697  

�  Deaf  Queer  You t h  Scholar sh i p 
“The Deaf Queer  Youth Resource Center  sponsors a $500 
scholarship for  deaf lesbian, gay, bisexual, t ransgender , intersex or  
queer  students who are out  about  their  sexual  or ientat ion/ident i ty. 
Candidates must  be current ly enrol led in high school or  col lege, be 
under  the age of 25, and have a minimum 2.5 GPA. US Cit izenship 
is required. Deaf Queer  youth of color  are especial ly encouraged to 
apply. Select ion is based on a wr it ten or  video essay.” Please see the 
website for  appl icat ion informat ion and deadlines 
(ht tp://www.deafqueer .org/index.html). 

�  L EAGUE at  AT& T Fou ndat i on  
“LEAGUE at  AT& T Foundat ion awards scholarships for  lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and t ransgender  high school seniors who have a GPA 
of at  least  3.0 on a 4.0 scale and who are act ively and substant ial ly 
involved in community service. Scholarships include the Mat thew 
Shepard Memor ial Scholarship (name used with permission of the 
Shepard family), named for  the Wyoming col lege student  murdered 
in 1998 for  his sexual or ientat ion, and the LEAGUE at  AT& T 
Foundat ion Scholarship.” For  more informat ion, wr i te to LEAGUE 
at  AT& T Foundat ion, c/o Char les Eader , 1 AT& T Way, Room 
4B214J, Bedminster , NJ 07921.  

�  M alyon -Smi t h  Scholar sh i p Aw ar d 
“The Amer ican Psychological Associat ion©s Division 44 (Society for  
the Psychological Study of Lesbian and Gay I ssues) offers this award 
to suppor t  graduate student  research into psychological issues 
relevant  to gay, lesbian and bisexual individuals, groups or  
communit ies. The scholarship amount  is up to $1,000. The deadline 
is February 1, wi th appl icat ions avai lable after  November  1.” For  
fur ther  informat ion please contact : 
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Susan Kashubeck, Ph.D. (djskk@ttacs.t tu.edu) 
Texas Tech University 
Dept . of Psychology 
222 Psychology Bui lding 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2051 
Phone: 806-742-3726 
Fax: 806-742-0818  

�  M essenger -Ander son  J our nal i sm Scholar sh i p and I n t er nsh i p 
Pr ogr am 
“The Messenger-Anderson Journal ism Scholarship and Internship 
Program offers several $10,000 scholarships ($5,000 for  the first  
year  and $2,500 for  the second and third years) to gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and t ransgendered students pursuing a degree in 
journal ism and communicat ions at  an accredited four-year  col lege or  
university. High school seniors and current  undergraduate students 
are el igible to apply. A GPA of 2.8 or  bet ter  is required. The Nat ional 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) sponsor  the award. Winners 
are required to par t icipate in the Messenger-Anderson Scholarship 
Intern Program at  NGLTF offices in Washington, DC or  New York 
City dur ing the summer. The deadline is in mid-February.” For  
fur ther  informat ion please contact : 
Nat ional Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
1325 Massachuset ts Avenue NW, Sui te 600 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: 202-393-5177 
Fax: 202-393-2241 
TTY: 202-393-2284 
Email : thetaskforce@thetaskforce.org 

�  Roy Scr i vner  Resear ch  Gr an t s 
“The Amer ican Psychological Foundat ion (APF) sponsors the Roy 
Scr ivner  Research Grants for  graduate and postdoctoral research 
concerning the study of lesbian, gay and bisexual family psychology 
and family therapy. There are two graduate student  grants of up to 
$1,000 each and one postdoctoral grant  of up to $10,000.” APF has 
informat ion per taining to scholarships and grants. For  more 
informat ion, contact : 
Scr ivner  Research Grants  
Amer ican Psychological Foundat ion 
750 First  Street , NE 
Washington, DC 20002-4242 
Phone: 202-336-5843 
Email : foundation@apa.org 
URL: www.apa.org/apf or  www.hookerprograms.org 

�  Tr ansgender  Scholar sh i p and Educat i on  L egacy Fund 
(TSEL F) 
“TSELF awards several scholarships for  t ransgender-ident i fied 
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students in the helping and car ing professions, including social 
services, health care, rel igious inst ruct ion, teaching, and law. The 
awards are sponsored by the Internat ional Foundat ion for  Gender  
Educat ion. The deadline is February 1.” For  fur ther  informat ion, 
contact : 
I nternat ional Foundat ion for  Gender  Educat ion (IFGE) 
TSELF Awards Commit tee 
PO Box 540229 
Waltham, MA 02454-0229 
Phone: 781-899-2212 
Fax: 781-899-2212 
URL: www.tself.org 

�  An  Uncom mon L egacy Foundat i on , I n c. 
“The Lesbian Leadership Scholarship program, for  both 
undergraduate and graduate students, provides awards for  projects 
that  address lesbian social , cultural  and educat ional  needs. 
Considerat ion wil l  be given to academic per formance, honors, 
personal or  financial hardship and especial ly service to the 
lesbian/gay community. Candidates must  have a minimum 3.0 GPA, 
have financial need, and demonstrate a commitment  or  significant  
contr ibut ion to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and t ransgender  
community. The scholarship amount  is $2,500. The deadline is May 
1. Appl icat ions in PDF and text  formats and addit ional informat ion 
may be found on the Uncommon Legacy Foundat ion Web site.” For  
more informat ion, contact : 
Scholarship Commit tee (scholarship@uncommonlegacy.org) 
An Uncommon Legacy Foundat ion, I nc. 
PO Box 33727 
Washington, DC 20033 
Fax: 202-265-1927 
Phone: 202-265-1926  

�  The Poi n t  Foundat i on  
“The Point  Foundat ion is a nat ional, publ icly-suppor ted scholarship 
fund that  provides financial suppor t , mentor ing and hope to 
mer itor ious undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate students 
who are marginal ized because of their  sexual or ientat ion or  gender  
ident i ty. Awards amounts vary based on need, and are renewed 
annually unt i l  the complet ion of one©s degree as long as key 
expectat ions are met  in the ‘Contract  of Excel lence’ signed by each 
Scholar , which includes a requirement  to maintain a 3.5 GPA. Past  
award amounts have ranged from $5,000 to $28,000 per  year . The 
deadline is March 1. The Point  Foundat ion also sponsors the Car los 
Enr ique Cisneros Scholarship Fund for  LGBTQ students at tending 
Amer ican University (Washington, DC). An onl ine appl icat ion form 
is avai lable on The Point  Foundat ion©s website: 
(www.thepoint foundat ion.org/apply.html).” For  more informat ion, 
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contact :  
The Point  Foundat ion 
PO Box 11210 
Chicago, I L 60611 
Phone: 866-33-POINT (1-866-337-6468) 
Fax: 866-39-POINT (1-866-397-6468)  

�  Zami  
“Zami offers the Audre Lorde Scholarship and several other  $1,000 
scholarships to gay and lesbian undergraduate and graduate 
students of Afr ican descent  who are making significant  
contr ibut ions to their  communit ies. Zami is At lanta©s premiere 
organizat ion for  lesbians of Afr ican descent , and the award©s 
emphasis is on service to the lesbian community. The deadline is 
May 15.” For  fur ther  informat ion please contact : 
Zami 
PO Box 2502 
Decatur , GA 20031 
Email : audrelordescholarship@zami .org 
Phone: 404-370-0920  
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APPENDI X A: SAM PL E I NTRODUCTI ON L ETTER 
 
 
(Date) 
 
 
 
(Address) 
 
 
 
Dear  Search Commit tee: 
 
I  am a col lege student  at  the University of Michigan-Dearborn and I  am 
applying for  the (scholarship name). I  would l ike to receive the appl icat ion 
informat ion for  the (name of scholarship). 
 
Also, I  would great ly appreciate any other  informat ion regarding this 
scholarship and any other  scholarship offers that  may be helpful in 
funding my educat ion and therefore fulfi l l ing my personal and academic 
goals. For  your  convenience, I  have enclosed a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. 
 
Thank you for  your  assistance. Please feel free to contact  me i f there are 
any quest ions regarding this request . 
 
 
 
 
Respect ful ly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

28 

 
 

APPENDI X B: SCH OL ARSH I P TRACK ER 
 

SCH OL ARSH I P 
NAM E 

AM OUNT QUAL I F I CATI ONS REQUI RE-
M ENTS 

DEADL I NE 
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           APPENDI X C: FI NANCI AL  AI D RESEARCH  CH ECK L I ST 

 
        The fol lowing is a checkl ist  to help students begin their  financial aid 
research. I t  is impor tant  for  students to “get  to know” the process of 
financial aid (i .e. what  are the types of aid, what  do cer tain words mean, 
who should I  talk to, etc). So use the fol lowing checkl ist  to begin your  
journey through the financial aid process.  
 

�  Who gets federal student  aid? 
 
�  Research al l  three levels of funding: Nat ional, I nst i tut ional (UM-D) 

and Depar tmental. 
 

�  Locate the financial aid depar tment  within the school and make a 
l ist  of contacts. Be sure to pick up a FAFSA (Free Applicat ion for  
Federal Student  Aid) appl icat ion or  get  informat ion on how to apply 
for  federal aid onl ine (www.fafsa.ed.gov). 

 
�  How to access loans and grants. 

 
�  Determine academic requirements for  loans and/or  other  type of aid. 

 
�  Determine el igibi l i ty requirements, e.g. G.P.A. 

 
�  What  does emancipat ion mean? 

 
�  What  is the difference between a Federal Pel l  Grant  and a student  

loan? 
 

�  Research current  loan interest  rates. 
 

�  Learn about  your  opt ions for  loan consol idat ion.  
 

�  Taxes. 
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APPENDI X D: ADDI TI ONAL  SCH OL ARSH I P RESOURCES 
 
Books: 
 
Getting Money for  Col lege: Scholarships for  Afr ican-Amer ican Students.  

 
2003. Canada: Peterson’s. 
 

Getting Money for  Col lege: Scholarships for  Asian-Amer ican Students.  
 
2003. Canada: Peterson’s.   
 

Getting Money for  Col lege: Scholarships for  Hispanic Students. Thomson 
  

Peterson’s. 2003. Canada: Woodland. 
 
Cassidy, Daniel J. 2004. The Scholarship Book (11th edit ion) USA:  

 
Prent ice Hall .  

 
 
 
Websites: 

Peterson’s Planners - ht tp://www.petersons.com  

The Pr inceton Review - ht tp://www.pr incetonreview.com  

Reference Service Press - ht tp://www.rspfunding.com  

 

I nternat ional students: 
 
Kaplan Internat ional - ht tp://www.kaplaninternat ional.com  
 
I nst i tute of I nternat ional Educat ion - ht tp://www.i ie.org  
 
NAFSA: Associat ion of I nternat ional Educators - ht tp://www.nafsa.org   
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