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INTRODUCTION TO THE MANUAL

“The most difficult thing isthe decision to act, therest is merely
tenacity. The fears are paper tigers. You can do anything you
decide to do.”

Amelia Earhart

This Scholarship Manual has been prepared to assist the students
of the University of Michigan-Dearborn and all Women’s Resource Center
guests. It is a compilation of scholarship and other financial aid
information from a variety of sources. Therefore, it serves as a quick and
useful guide tothe most accurate and up-to-date scholarship information
and the application process. Furthermore, this manual was not intended
to be the only source in one’s search for financial assistance. It will provide
one with an enhanced understanding of the scholarship process, such that
one may better navigate through the procedure of locating and applying
for financial support.

The Women'’s Resource Center is dedicated to providing support for
the needs and issues of all. Therefore, beyond the support of this manual
and UM-D Financial Aid Office, the Women’s Resource Center will provide
extended information and assistance about the scholarship process
through the facilitation of workshops (e.g. scholarship workshop) and
resources available in the Women’s Resour ce Center library (e.g.
scholarship books and applications). The Women'’s Resour ce Center
encourages and supports all those who seek financial support for
achieving their personal and professional goals.

This manual’s purpose is two-fold. First of all, scholarship seekers
will be introduced to scholarships as a form of financial aid. Secondly,
scholarship navigators will become familiar with the scholarship
application process: the scholarship essay (e.g. hints for writing a well
written essay); how to obtain letters of recommendation and transcripts; a
scholarship tracker; and a financial aid checklist. In addition, scholarship
seekers will find an up-to-date listing and description of various
scholarships.



PAYING FOR COLLEGE: SCHOLARSHIPS

“Just over the hill a beautiful valley,
but you must climb the hill to see it.”
Anonymous

As tuition increases and jobs become more difficult to find and
maintain because of various global and local economic setbacks, college
students must make time to search for all the funding opportunities
available tofinance their education. So make time and begin your search
early. An effective way to fund one’s education is through scholarships.
The authors of Greenes’ Guideto Financing Higher Education (Greene and
Greene 2004:225) state:

You may earn scholarships for academic or extracurricular merit,
involvement in organization or service activities, or as a discount
on tuition from a college. You can apply for merit-based
scholarships from colleges, corporations, unions, nonprofit
organizations, and other entities and do not need to repay
scholarships funds.

As you will discover in your scholarship search, there are three levels
of scholarship: national, organizational and departmental. To be
considered for each scholarship, there are certain criteria and
requirements which need to be met. For instance, according tothe
2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Application, in order to
be considered eligible for a UM-D scholarship, you must be a “U.S. citizen
or eligible non-citizen, be currently enrolled in a degree seeking program,
have a minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA (undergraduate) or 6.0 GPA
(graduate), have completed a minimum of 12 credits (undergraduate) or 6
credits (graduate) at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.” Additionally,
there may be requirements specific to certain scholarships so you must
look into that as well. At the end of this manual you will find a sample
introduction letter that will help you write your own letter for requesting
scholarship information from an agency.:

There are a plethora of scholarships available, but you must be
organized and timely so that you can investigate the kind of funding you
need and how toretrieve it in order to advance your education.
Furthermore, some scholarship organizations want to receive material far
in advance. Be aware of all deadlines!

1 See Appendix A

SCHOLARHIP SCAMS

Be aware of scholarship scams! For instance, when searching for
scholarships only trust in published websites so that you are not a victim
of a SCHOLARSHIP SCAM. Gail Schlachter and David Weber (2005:3-4)
advise their readers to watch out for scholarship scams. Below are some of
the major signs that a scholarship is a scam:

(1) The scholarship agency requests your personal financial information. If
the scholarship offer requires you to supply a credit card number and/or
bank account information then it is not a credible offer. Requesting any
personal financial information is a pretty good hint that it isa scam. You
will not need to disclose this information in order to apply for
scholarships.

(2) “We'll do all the work” (Schlachter and Weber 2005:4). If the
scholarship agency or organization states that they will do all the
scholarship searching for you for a fee, do not fall into that scholarship
trap! It sounds like a very nice offer because we are all so busy; however,
you need totake the time to do your own search sothat you find the
funding that best serves your specificinterests and needs.

(3) “The scholarship will cost you some money” (Schlachter and Weber
2005:4). Thisis good hint that a particular scholarship is a scam. That is,
any scholarships you apply for should not cost you money.

(4) “You are a finalist” or “you have been selected” (Schlachter and Weber
2005:4) in a contest you never entered. The scholarships you apply for
should serve your specificinterests and will require you to do some work
to seek them out and fulfill all requirements. So if you see something that
states “you are a winner” then you are probably looking at a scholarship
scam!



GET SERIOUS ABOUT YOUR SEARCH

Begin your search at least 18 months before you actually want to
receive the money (Kaplan 2005:5). This will leave adequate time to
complete an extensive search, retrieve as much detailed information as
possible, and finally acquire the one you want. For all scholarships, make
surethat you are eligible to apply by carefully examining the entire
application. You must fill out all the required application information and
send out all required documents. It cannot be emphasized enough that you
must keep track of all deadlines because applications sent out after the
deadline are, for the most part, not considered.

At the end of this manual you will find a scholarship tracker that
will allow you to easily keep track of the scholarship names, criteria,
requirements and deadlines.2 After you have completed all the application
requirements, it is strongly suggested that you make a copy of the entire
application for yourself. Once you mail out the applications and the
deadline has passed you may call the agency to follow up on the status of
your application.

Additionally, you may contact the UM-D Financial Aid Office
before the fall semester begins regarding any scholarships you have
received and how they may affect other awards you may receive from the
University. The authors of Greenes Guideto Financing Higher Education
(Greene & Greene 2004:7) suggest that students “work with college
financial aid officers as a helpful source of information and guidance. They
aretheretohelp you manage the costs of college and navigate the
complexities of securing aid.”

Please be reminded that the Women’s Resour ce Center (313-583-
6445) as well as the Financial Aid Office (313-593-5300) are available to
assist you if you do not understand some aspect of the application. Also,
you may contact the scholarship organization to which you apply.

2 see Appendix B

THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS

“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

The Application

It cannot be stressed enough that you must carefully read the
entire scholarship application. That is, make sure that you understand all
the steps and requirements. One way to easily get your application placed
in the “refuse” pile is by not following all of the directions. After you have
carefully looked over the application it would be helpful to have a friend,
advisor and/or family member look it over as well. According tothe
2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Application, “only
complete applications will be submitted to the scholarship committee.”

The Essay

The scholarship essay is a significant part of the scholarship
application process. This section of the manual will give you some basic
ideas about how to write an effective scholarship essay.3 The ideas
presented here are drawn from many sources, such as scholarship
handbooks, published websites and UM-D’s very own Scholarship
Specialist and Financial Aid Officer, Sabrina Guyton. Use this information
as a guide to successfully financing your education and ultimately
achieving your personal and professional goals.

English politician and writer Joseph Addison stated, “Words,
when well chosen and presented, have so great a force in them that a
description often gives us more lively ideas than the sight of things
themselves.” You want to make the scholarship selection committee aware
of how deserving you are of the scholarship for which you apply. You want
to set yourself apart from the rest of the applicants. Tap into your creative
side and let the committee know your ambitions, goals, strengths,
motivation and how you will use the scholarship to advance your personal
and professional goals.

The most basic components of writing an effective essay are to be
open, honest and above all interesting as you present yourself to a

3 See the following source for a detailed look at how towrite an effective essay:
McKee, Cynthia Ruiz & Phillip C. McKee Jr. 2000. “Cash for College’s Write it
Right: How to Write the Essay They’ll Love and Get the Cash You Need.” New
York: Quill.



The statement of need is a very important piece of the
scholarship package. The applicant should describe their
financial situation and include any and all circumstances

committee who may not be familiar with you, your strengths and your
abilities. Below are some tips for brainstorming, drafting, writing, editing,
polishing and/or completing your scholarship essay.

Begin your essay with a startling fact, quote, anecdote or a vivid
description of some type of scenery and/or event. That is, begin your
essay in a strong, persuasive manner - capturing the attention of
your reader sothat he or she wants to continue reading your essay.

Creatively tell the reader a brief story about your life, focusing on
challenges you have faced personally and professionally and how
you have overcome them. Be sure toinclude why you are in financial
need and how the scholarship for which you are applying will be
helpful to you. Be specific!

It is very empowering to think about, write down and tell people of
one’s achievements and strengths. So please do not be shy and do
describe all of your achievements—highlight your skills and
abilities, academic and professional honors. Remember, you deserve
it!

Integrate into your essay a discussion of what you will do once you
have successfully completed your education. Share with the
scholarship committee your plan for personal and professional
success (e.g. dreams, hopes and desires). Be specific about the type
of career you want to obtain.

Let the committee know what you will contribute to the community
once you graduate and how your education and skills will enhance
your life and the lives of others. Provide some examplestoillustrate
your point.

Discuss your current economic situation. In a clear and concise
manner, let the committee know you are in need of financial support
and explain how important the scholarship istothe continuation of
your education. In order to best assess your financial need, you may
want to consider preparing a college budget worksheet that includes
college tuitions/fees and any additional expenses (e.g. books,
supplies, rent, utilities, telephone, food, entertainment, personal
care, clothing, medical, dental, transportation, child care). (Greene &
Greene 29-30). The 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship
Application provides a space (Statement of Need) for you to describe
your financial situation. Sabrina Guyton has kindly provided some
useful information regarding this part of the UM-D application
package. She states,

that they feel the committee should consider in awarding
the scholarship. The applicant must remember that they
are applying for financial assistance. Why are they
applying? Why do they have need? They must also
remember that they are not there to answer any questions
the committee may have, sothey should give the
committee whatever information they can regarding their
financial need to aid the committee in the selection and
awarding. The applicant should be honest and as clear as
possible. A separate sheet may certainly be attached, if
necessary.

In your conclusion do not rephrase parts of your introduction. That
is, conclude your essay by creatively and succinctly bringing
together all points of your discussion or theme. Think about leaving
alasting impression!

One of the most important things to do before you submit the essay
isto proofread it yourself and have it proofread by at least two other
people. You and your proofreader(s) should look for the following
potential errors: organization and flow of essay, grammar and
spelling. Make sure that your essay is clear and concise. The essay
should be about one to two pages (page length varies). You will
probably have several rough drafts before you actually have a well-
written and polished essay. So devote as much time as possible to
improving your essay. However, you must be aware of the deadlines!



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Some scholarship applications will require letters of recommendation
from individuals who are aware of the student’s personality, strengths and
abilities. The 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Application
requires two letters of recommendation, one of which must be from a
faculty member. The 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship
Application packet (which includes the scholarship recommendation
forms) can be downloaded from the Office of Financial Aid Website at
http://www.umd.umich.edu/financialaid. Paper copies of the application
will nolonger be available.

Sabrina Guyton suggests that students choose individuals who are
familiar with their academic work as well as their personal and
professional interests and goals. It is fair to state that if one asks
professors who do not know him or her well they may not be able towrite
strong and powerful letters of recommendation. That is not to say that the
professors would not have something nice to say about one’s performance
as a student, but the letters may not be written in a cogent and persuasive
manner.

Remember, the idea here is to set oneself apart from other potential
candidates. This could be the theme for an entire application; that is,
placing oneself in a position in which all of one’s characteristics will shine.
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TRANSCRIPTS

Some scholarships will require you to send transcripts as part of your
application. A transcript is a student® complete academic record at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn. The transcript(s) from other schools
that were presented for admission have become an integral part of the
files of the admitting offices and cannot be released, either directly or for
copying purposes. It will be necessary for you towrite directly to the
institutions concerned to obtain copies of those previous records. In
addition, documents such as SAT/ACT scores are not available from the
Office of Registration & Records.

University of Michigan-Dearborn transcripts will be released only
upon written request of the student. Requests are processed within three
to five business days. Under certain circumstances, such as the end of the
term or upon graduation, requests may take longer to process. Requests
will not be processed if you have any financial obligation outstanding to
the University. No fee isrequired for standard delivery transcripts.
Students may request a rush copy of their transcript in person at the
Enrollment Services counter. A $10.00 rush fee per transcript (cash or
check only) will berequired at the time of the request. Requests received
prior to 12:00 noon will be ready for pickup on the same day after 4:00
p.m. Requests received after 12:00 noon will be available for pickup the
following day after 8:30 a.m.

If you need to submit transcripts for a scholarship, you can locate the
necessary transcript form and any other pertinent information at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Office of Registration and Records
located in the University Center. You may also visit their website at
http://www.umd.umich.edu/rr_transcripts and print out the necessary
transcript requests form or submit an online request for transcripts.

For further information please contact the Office of Registration and
Records. (313-583-6500; registrars@md.umich.edu)
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THANK-YOU LETTERS

It isimportant that you follow up with a thank-you letter to all
those who have helped you with the application process (e.g. references,
advisors) and especially to the agency or organization that selected you as
the recipient of the scholarship (Kaplan 2005).

In your thank-you letter, type the date that you wrote the letter
and the address of the agency or organization. In the body of your letter
you want to show that you are very grateful for having received the
scholarship award. In addition to this, let the agency or organization know
what you plan on doing with the scholarship award and how beneficial it
will be to advancing your education. Be sure to thank the committee for
their timein considering your application. You may include any
information that will reassure them that they have made the right choice.

Please note that thisletter should not exceed one standard size
page, do not use any special fonts or clip-art. This thank-you letter should
be specific, clear and concise. Moreover, if you applied for more than one
scholarship, write a thank-you letter to each scholarship agency or
organization.
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SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY

“Daretodo.”
ClaraBarton

The most important resources for your scholarship search are books,
the Internet (beware of unofficial sites and searches) and, of course, the
Financial Aid Office and the Women’s Resour ce Center. Also, be sure to
investigate scholarships that are available through your school (i.e. CASL,
CECS, School of Management, School of Education). Plan to spend a good
amount of time navigating through various credible websites. This manual
is certainly a useful tool in helping you through this process, but you must
be willing to spend time sifting through a lot of scholarship and financial
aid opportunities that are available. Libraries and bookstores provide
many scholarship and funding resource guides. For instance, the UM-
Dearborn Library has scholarship books available. Visit the online library
catalog (http://library.umd.umich.edu/) and in the search box typein
scholarships.

The following is a list of scholarship opportunities available to
students.4 Under each website and scholarship listing there is a brief
description of the scholarship and/or scholarship source.

Websites

Michigan Student Aid Website
(http://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid)

This official state of Michigan site states: “High School, College,
Career ... You Can Do It! Whether you are a middle school student,
high school student, in college, thinking of returning to college, or a
parent trying to guide your child through school and college choices;
good information is available here and on related links.”

Federal Student Aid Application (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/)

Here you will find everything you want to know about the FAFSA
application process. It is highly recommended that you complete the
FAFSA application “no matter what” (Cassidy 2004:1 X).

FastWeb (http://www.fastweb.com/)

This websiteis for conducting searches of scholarships and other
types of financial aid. This search will cost you no money; all you
have todois sign up. You have many helpful tools available, such as

4 This information was derived from the UM-D Women's Resource Center Web
site: (http://www.umd.umich.edu/womenscenter/students/scholarships.html) and
UM-Financial Aid: (http://www.umd.umich.edu/univ/finaid/scholarsearch.htm).
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a calendar totrack scholarships and deadlines, a “to-do” list and a
“favorites” page. Additionally, you will find special offerslike a free
college tuition contest.

Michigan Colleges and Universities Page (http://www.college-
scholarships.com/michigan.htm)

“Students, parents, and educators may use this page to request
college and university catalogues, admissions applications, and
information about scholarships and financial aid." This site includes
“comprehensive information” about traditional, online, career and
technical colleges all over Michigan. Also, you can extend your
search beyond Michigan colleges to many other colleges across the
United States. Be suretoclick on the link “Free scholarship
searches” for additional search sites.

Schools In Michigan (http://www.schoolsinmichigan.com/)

This site states that it “provides you with everything you need to
know about schools, careers and colleges in Michigan. Whether you
want to know the highest paying careers, the largest schools in
Michigan or you are simply searching for college prep information
such as the next career fair or SAT test dates, you can find it all
here!” The site includes information on financial aid resources. You
can create your own portfolio that includes the following: career test,
planner, resume builder, budget builder and school information.
FinAid (http://www.finaid.org/)

“The smart student guide tofinancial aid.” Here you will find
information on scholarships, loans, savings, military aid, other types
of aid, financial aid applications, beyond financial aid, FinAid
Newsletter, and a free scholarship search.

Educational L oans
(http://www.umd.umich.edu/univ/finaid/loans.htm)

Please see the University of Michigan-Dearborn® Office of Financial
Aid®website for information on educational loans. This website has
been a major source for this manual.

Financial Aid Resource Center (http://www.theoldschool.org/)

This site provides a free newsletter, educational resource directory,
student loans and lenders, student/parent loans, Stafford loans,
PLUS loans, Perkins loans, alternative loans, consolidation loans
and scholarships, a free scholarship search and various other tools
toassist in financial and educational planning.

College Answer (http://www.collegeanswer.com/index.jsp)

Thisis a website for “students, parents, and counselors.” This
website has a free search engine to help you research scholarships.
Additionally, it contains a plethora of information on applying to
schools in general.

U.S. Department of Education Website
(http://www.ed.gov/students/landing.jhtml?src=fp)

“Thisisthe official federal government website devoted to education
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and includes information for students on such topics as grants,
loans, and work-study.”

Scholarships.com (http://www.scholarships.com) This siteis a great
source for local and national college scholarships. It features
“scholarship search results matching your specific needs and
interests.” All you need to dois sign up for a free search of schools
and financial aid information.

Specific Scholarships

Lucile B. Conger Alumnae Group Scholarships for
Undergraduates

“The Lucile B. Conger Group is one of 32 University of Michigan
Alumnae organizations nationwide. Founded in 1947, the group is
actively involved in raising funds to provide scholarships to women
in financial need to attend the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Approximately ten scholarships are awarded through this program
each year in amountsranging from $3,000 to $5,000. Eligibility
applies to women:

1. whoare UScitizens and Michigan residents

2. whoare currently enrolled in degree-granting undergraduate
programs at the UM-Dearborn

3. with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5

4. who qualify for need-based aid and have submitted a FAFSA

5. who demonstrate involvement in the University community; and
6. whoenrall full-time during the academic year.”

Must be submitted to the Office of Financial Aid at UM-Dearborn.
Applications available in the Women® Resource Center (2174 UC)
and the Office of Financial Aid at UM-Dearborn (1183 UC). For
further information, call the Office of Financial Aid at 593-5300.
Business & Professional Women Scholarships

“The BPW Foundation created the Career Advancement Scholarship
Program to award financial assistance to disadvantaged women who
want to further their education. Scholarships are provided to women
who wish to advance their career or will soon enter or re-enter the
workforce. To be eligible, you must be a female; 25 years of age or
older; a US citizen; demonstrate critical financial need; be officially
accepted into an accredited program or course of study at aUS
institution; graduate within 12 to 24 months from date of grant;
demonstrate clear career plans; not be earning a PhD, MD, DDS,
DVM, JD, or similar degree.” Visit the BPW website
(http://www.bpwusa.org) for further information and to download
the application.

American Association of University Women Career
Development Grants
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“Career Development Grants support women who hold a bachelor®
degree and are preparing to advance their careers, change careers,
or re-enter the work force. Special consideration is given to AAUW
members, women of color, and women pursuing their first advanced
degree or credentialsin nontraditional fields. Grants provide
support for course work beyond a bachelor®@ degreeincluding a
master@® degree, second bachelor® degree, or specialized trainingin
technical or professional fields. Funds are available for distance
learning. Course work must be taken at an accredited two or four-
year college or university or at a technical school that is fully
licensed or accredited by an agency recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education. Funds are not available for doctoral-level
work.” For further information and to download the application,
visit the AAUW website (http://www.aauw.org/).

Educational Foundation for Women in Accounting

“The ‘Women in Transition’ Scholarship was established in 1990 to
commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the Educational Foundation.
The Board of Trustees designated this fund for scholarship awards
towomen returning to school to earn a bachelor’s degree in
accounting. This scholarship is renewable annually upon
satisfactory completion of course requirements.” Applications and
deadline information will be available at the EFWA website
(www.efwa.org).

Women in Need Scholarship This scholarship is also part of the
EFWA. It is “available to women in their third, fourth, or fifth year
of academic pursuit who need the financial support to complete their
degrees. This two year, $2,000 per year scholarship is renewable
annually upon satisfactory completion of course requirements.”
Applications and deadline information will be available at the
EFWA website (www.efwa.org).

2008/2009 UM-D Current Students Scholarship Applications
Those students who wish to apply should contact the Financial Aid
Office (1183 UC)(593-5300) to obtain additional information. The
application may be downloaded from the financial aid website:
http://www.umd.umich.edu/financialaid/. The followingis a list of
the 2007/2008 scholarships. The listings for 2008/2009 may vary
slightly.

-Academic Internship Tuition Scholarship

-Academic Scholarship for Graduate Students

-African-American Alumni Affiliate Book Scholarship

-Alumni Legacy Scholarship

-American Association of University Women (AAUW) Scholarship+
-Barnes & Noble Book Scholarship

® This information was derived from the 2008/ 2009 UM-D Current Students
Application.
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-CASL Alumni Affiliate Scholarship

-John Dempsey Memorial Scholarship

-Dr. George & Isabelle Elanjian Armenian Scholarship

-General Merit Scholarship+

-Janet & Cynthia Hewitt Scholarship for Women

-International Studies Scholarship

-William & Alice Jenkins Memorial Scholarship

-Grace and Evelyn Kachaturoff Scholarship

-James & May Bell Loeb Scholarship

-Minority Recognition Scholarship

-Returning Woman Scholarship+

-Richard Reynolds Memorial Scholarship

-Velda D. Taylor Scholarship for Returning Women

-Special Education Student’s Scholarship+

-Richard A. Young Public Service Scholarship

+Open to graduate students

The Center for the Education of Women (UM-AA)
Scholarship Program

"This scholarship program for returning women students was
established in 1970 to honor the academic performance and
potential of women whose education has been interrupted. Women
in business, engineering, mathematics, physical sciences, and other
less traditional fields for women are especially encouraged to apply.
All applications are made to CEW Scholarships in general and not to
any one specific scholarship. Applicants who have received a CEW
Scholarship in the past are not eligible. Applicants must have had
an interruption in education during which no academic credit was
earned. Theinterruption must be at least: a) forty-eight consecutive
months, or b) a total of fifty months excluding interruptions of less
than eight months. Applications may be downloaded at
http://www.cew.umich.edu and are also available in the Women’s
Resource Center (2174 UC).

Jack Shaheen Offers Scholarship

"Renowned author, professor, and news correspondent Jack Shaheen
is offering the 2005 Jack G. Shaheen Mass Communications
Scholarship. The purpose of the $1,000 award is to recognize Arab-
American students who excel in media studies. U.S. citizens of
junior, senior, or graduate status with at least a 3.0 GPA, majoring
in journalism, radio, television, and/or film are eligible. A one-page
essay stating that you are a U.S. citizen, explaining your goals, and
why you deserve the scholarship; two letters of recommendation
from Mass Communication professors; copies of your articles, videos,
films, and so forth; official academic transcripts, including your
GPA; permanent home address, phone number, email address are
all required to apply.” Please send your information tothe American
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Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee: ADC Research Institute, 1732
Wisconsin Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. 202-244-2990.

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Graduate Scholarship

"UM-D can nominate two students for the Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation Graduate Scholarship program. The scholarships cover
a portion of educational expenses including tuition, living expenses,
books and other required fees. The amount and duration of awards
vary by student and depend on the total cost of attendance and other
scholarships or grants received as well as the length of the degree
sought. The maximum amount available for each recipient is
$50,000 per year and the maximum length of the award is six years.
The scholarship recipients may pursue any graduate or professional
degree at any accredited college or university.” To be eligible to be
nominated by UM-D, you must:

1) Be a current student at an accredited US college or university
with senior status or a recent graduate (since May 2001);

2) Have a cumulative college GPA of 3.50 or better; and

3) Plan to begin a full-time graduate degree program in the fall.
Downloadable versions of the required forms are available at the
Foundation® website: http://www.jackkentcookefoundation.org. The
forms will be found in the Scholarships and Grants sections of the
website. Because a college or university must nominate each
applicant and because each institution can nominate only two
individuals, a committee of faculty chaired by the Foundation®
representative at UM-D will review the applications and will select
UM-D® nominees. If you have questions, please contact Susan W.
Martin, Provost, at 313-593-5030 or by email at
swmartin@mich.edu

Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarships
“Advancing the Status of Women Worldwide...Women of any
nationality pursuing undergraduate business degrees who
demonstrate outstanding potential in the field are eligible. To apply,
you must meet the following minimum requirements:

1) Beeligible to enter the third or fourth year of an undergraduate
degree program at an accredited university/college/institute program
at the time the funds are received.

2) Have achieved an outstanding academic record during the first
two-three years of academic studies.

3) Demonstrate intent to complete a program in business and show
outstanding achievement in business-related subjects, as recorded
on the official university/collegel/institute transcript.

The scholarship award of $5,000 may be used for tuition, books or
living expenses at any university, college or institution offering
accredited business courses and degrees. The Jane M. Klausman
Women in Business Scholarship Program
(http://www.zonta.org/site/PageServer ?pagename=zi_issues_progra
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ms_klausman_application) operates at the Club, District, and
International levels of Zonta International. To apply, please contact
the Zonta Club nearest you or e-mail your name and contact
information to Zonta International Headquarters. Their local Zonta
Club must nominate applicants.” Please see the Zonta International
webite for further information (e.g. deadlines and requirements):
http://www.zonta.org.

Women's Independence Scholarship Program (WISP)

“The Women® Independence Scholarship Program (WISP) is a
project of The Sunshine Lady Foundation (SLF) of North Carolina.
SLF isa private family foundation established in 1996 by founder
and President, Doris Buffett. A primary focus of SLF isto continue,
develop and enhance efforts to end domestic violence. The objective
of the Women® Independence Scholarship Program isto help
survivors of domestic violence complete an educational experience
that is crucial to secure employment that will provide them with the
financial footing they need to become independent and self
sufficient. Support is available for full or part-time students
interested in attending vocational, community college, four-year
degree or graduate studies program. Requests for assistance are
accepted on an ongoing basis.” Further information and an
application can be downloaded from the following website:
http://www.sunshineladyfdn.org/

The Soroptimist's Women's Opportunity Awards Program
“The Women® Opportunity Awards, Soroptimist® major service
project, was established by Soroptimist International of the
Americasin 1972 to assist women entering or re-entering the
workforce in obtaining the education and skills training they need to
improve their employment status. Women® Opportunity Awards are
designed to give women heads of household who provide the primary
source of financial support for their families the opportunity to
achieve their career goals—an opportunity they have not previously
had, whether because of economic or social barriers, or personal
circumstances. These awards are for women who are attending, or
have been accepted to, a vocational/skills training program, or an
undergraduate degree program. Women® Opportunity Awards are
cash awards that recipients may use for any expenses related to
their educational pursuits. These include tuition and books, housing,
child care and transportation. These awards are not scholarships.
The program begins at the community level, where award amounts
vary. Local winners then become eligible to receive region—level
awards. Every year, 28 geographic regions throughout North,
Central and South America, and Asia each grant one $5,000 first—
place award, and two $3,000 awards. These twenty-eight first place
recipients become eligible to receive one of three $10,000 finalist
awards. Eligible applicants must be female heads of household, who
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areenrolled in or have been accepted to a vocational/skills training
program, or an undergraduate degree program. Applicants must
demonstrate financial need, and cannot have already earned an
undergraduate degree. Only residents of Soroptimist International
of the America’s nineteen member countries and territories are
eligible to apply.” Applications are accepted each year from July 1st
until December 1st. Please see the Soroptimist website
(www.soroptimist.org) for the application and further information.
Talbots Women's Scholarship Fund

“This fund, a program of the Talbots Charitable Foundation, will

award $100,000 in scholarships to women determined to finally get a

college degree. Five women will each be awarded $10,000
scholarships, and 50 women will each be awarded $1,000
scholarships. All applicants must be seeking an undergraduate
degree from an accredited two- or four-year college or university, or
vocational-technical school. Only applicants seeking a bachelor®
degree from a four-year college or university are eligible toreceive a
$10,000 award. Scholarship awards are based primarily on financial
need and previous achievements for women who earned their high
school diploma or GED at least 10 years ago.” See the Talbots
website (http://www1.talbots.com/about/scholar/scholar.asp) for the
application and further information.

Third Wave Foundation Scholarship Program

“This program is available to all full-time or part-time young women

and transgender activists age 30 and under who are enrolled in, or
have been accepted to, an accredited university, college,
vocational/technical school or community college. The primary
criteria to qualify for a Third Wave scholarship are vigorous
engagement in activist work and financial need. The Scholarship
Committee prioritizes applicants who have limited access to
financial resources and whose civic, community, or cultural work
shows a commitment to social justice. Students applying for grants
should also be involved as activists, artists, or cultural workers
working on issues such as racism, homophobia, sexism, or other
forms of inequality. The amount of each scholarship is decided after
careful review of the student@financial aid report. The number of
scholarships awarded depends on the amount of each award.
Scholarships range in amount from $500 and $5,000 each.” See the
Third Wave (www.thirdwavefoundation.org) website for further
information.

Otis M. Smith Scholarship

“The Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan provides
scholarships for working single mothers who pursue higher
education on at least a half-time basis. Not more than four
scholarships of $2,000 will be awarded to successful candidates from
select nationally recognized universities: Wayne State University,
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all campuses of the University of Michigan and the Columbus
College of Law at Catholic University Law School. While thisis not
considered to be a renewable scholarship, prior recipients can apply
for scholarship consideration. The Otis M. Smith Scholarship is a
scholarship program of the Community Foundation for Southeastern
Michigan. In addition to being a single mother attending an eligible
institution, qualified candidates must:

1) Be current residents of Wayne, Oakland or Macomb county

2) Be mothers who are still parenting their child or children

3) Demonstrate financial need (FAFSA completion required)

4) Demonstrate efforts to contribute to household and educational
expenses through employment or a strong effort to obtain
employment

5) Demonstrate academic ability

6) Have exemplary character

Students may download the application and guidelines at the
Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan website at
http://www.cfsem.org/grants/how_to_apply/scholarships.html (click
on grants and how to apply).”

Women In Defense HORIZONS Scholarship Foundation
“Women In Defense (WID) established the HORIZONS Scholarship
Foundation to assist women who are pursuing or plan to pursue,
careersrelated to US national security. The value of each Horizons
scholarship will be at least $500. The deadline is November 1 for the
Spring semester and July 1 for the Fall semester. Applicants must
be US citizens, have a minimum GPA of 3.25 and be studying
Engineering, Computer Science, Physics, Mathematics, Business,
Law, International Relations, Palitical Science, Operations
Research, Economics or other fields of study demonstrated relevant
toacareer in the areas of national security or defense.”

You may obtain a HORIZONS application from WID® web page
(http://wid.ndia.org/horizon) or by sending a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to:

HORIZONS Application, c/o WID

2111 Wilson Blvd., Suite 400

Arlington, VA 22201-3061

LGBT Scholarships

The website FinAid offers financial aid for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual,
and Transgendered students. At this website you'll find several annual
scholarships and awards through its many communities. It provides
descriptions of various scholarships for LGBT students. The scholarships
fall under the following categories: General; athletic; regional; campus-
specific; federal; and state student aid. In addition, the website has
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information on other types of aid (e.g. loans) and much more. The
following scholarships were derived from FinAid’s website. See FinAid’s
website (http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/gay.phtml) for more information
on the following LGBT scholarships and other useful information.

SOLGA Kenneth W. Payne Student Prize Competition

“The American Anthropological Association - Society of Lesbian and
Gay Anthropologists (SOLGA) offers this award for a scholarly
anthropological paper, written by a student, on a gay or leshian
topic. The prize consists of a cash award and a letter of
commendation from the Prize Committee.” For further information,
please contact:

Tom Boellstorf (tboellst @uci.edu)

Department of Anthropology

University of California, Irvine

3151 Social Science Plaza

Irivine, CA 92697

Deaf Queer Youth Scholarship

“The Deaf Queer Youth Resource Center sponsors a $500
scholarship for deaf lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex or
queer students who are out about their sexual orientation/identity.
Candidates must be currently enrolled in high school or college, be
under the age of 25, and have a minimum 2.5 GPA. US Citizenship
isrequired. Deaf Queer youth of color are especially encouraged to
apply. Selection is based on a written or video essay.” Please see the
website for application information and deadlines
(http://www.deafqueer.org/index.html).

LEAGUE at AT&T Foundation

“LEAGUE at AT&T Foundation awards scholarships for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender high school seniors who have a GPA
of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale and who are actively and substantially
involved in community service. Scholarshipsinclude the Matthew
Shepard Memorial Scholarship (name used with permission of the
Shepard family), named for the Wyoming college student murdered
in 1998 for his sexual orientation, and the LEAGUE at AT&T
Foundation Scholarship.” For more information, writeto LEAGUE
at AT&T Foundation, c/o Charles Eader, 1 AT& T Way, Room
4B214J, Bedminster, NJ 07921.

Malyon-Smith Scholarship Award

“The American Psychological Association® Division 44 (Society for
the Psychological Study of Lesbian and Gay Issues) offers this award
to support graduate student research into psychological issues
relevant to gay, leshian and bisexual individuals, groups or
communities. The scholarship amount is up to $1,000. The deadline
is February 1, with applications available after November 1.” For
further information please contact:

Susan Kashubeck, Ph.D. (djskk @tacs.ttu.edu)

Texas Tech University

Dept. of Psychology

222 Psychology Building

Lubbock, TX 79409-2051

Phone: 806-742-3726

Fax: 806-742-0818

Messenger-Anderson Journalism Scholarship and Internship
Program

“The Messenger-Anderson Journalism Scholarship and Internship
Program offers several $10,000 scholarships ($5,000 for the first
year and $2,500 for the second and third years) to gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgendered students pursuing a degree in
journalism and communications at an accredited four-year college or
university. High school seniors and current undergraduate students
are eligible to apply. A GPA of 2.8 or better isrequired. The National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) sponsor the award. Winners
are required to participate in the Messenger-Anderson Scholarship
Intern Program at NGLTF offices in Washington, DC or New York
City during the summer. The deadline isin mid-February.” For
further information please contact:

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force

1325 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 600

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202-393-5177

Fax: 202-393-2241

TTY: 202-393-2284

Email: thetaskfor ce@hetaskforce.org

Roy Scrivner Research Grants

“The American Psychological Foundation (APF) sponsors the Roy
Scrivner Research Grants for graduate and postdoctoral research
concerning the study of lesbian, gay and bisexual family psychology
and family therapy. There are two graduate student grants of up to
$1,000 each and one postdoctoral grant of up to $10,000.” APF has
information pertaining to scholarships and grants. For more
information, contact:

Scrivner Research Grants

American Psychological Foundation

750 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002-4242

Phone: 202-336-5843

Email: foundation @apa.org

URL: www.apa.org/apf or www.hookerprograms.org

Transgender Scholarship and Education Legacy Fund
(TSELF)

“TSELF awards several scholarships for transgender-identified
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studentsin the helping and caring professions, including social
services, health care, religiousinstruction, teaching, and law. The
awards are sponsored by the International Foundation for Gender
Education. The deadlineis February 1.” For further information,
contact:

International Foundation for Gender Education (IFGE)

TSELF Awards Committee

PO Box 540229

Waltham, MA 02454-0229

Phone: 781-899-2212

Fax: 781-899-2212

URL: www.tself.org

An Uncommon Legacy Foundation, Inc.

“The Leshian Leadership Scholarship program, for both
undergraduate and graduate students, provides awards for projects
that address lesbian social, cultural and educational needs.
Consideration will be given to academic performance, honors,
personal or financial hardship and especially servicetothe
leshian/gay community. Candidates must have a minimum 3.0 GPA,
have financial need, and demonstrate a commitment or significant
contribution to the leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community. The scholarship amount is $2,500. The deadlineis May
1. Applications in PDF and text formats and additional information
may be found on the Uncommon Legacy Foundation Web site.” For
more information, contact:

Scholarship Committee (scholarship@ncommonlegacy.org)

An Uncommon Legacy Foundation, Inc.

PO Box 33727

Washington, DC 20033

Fax: 202-265-1927

Phone: 202-265-1926

The Point Foundation

“The Point Foundation is a national, publicly-supported scholarship
fund that provides financial support, mentoring and hope to
meritorious undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate students
who are marginalized because of their sexual orientation or gender
identity. Awards amounts vary based on need, and are renewed
annually until the completion of one® degree as long as key
expectations are met in the ‘Contract of Excellence’ signed by each
Scholar, which includes a requirement to maintain a 3.5 GPA. Past
award amounts have ranged from $5,000 to $28,000 per year. The
deadline is March 1. The Point Foundation also sponsors the Carlos
Enrique Cisneros Scholarship Fund for LGBTQ students attending
American University (Washington, DC). An online application form
is available on The Point Foundation® website:
(www.thepointfoundation.org/apply.html).” For more information,
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contact:

The Point Foundation

PO Box 11210

Chicago, IL 60611

Phone: 866-33-POINT (1-866-337-6468)

Fax: 866-39-POINT (1-866-397-6468)

Zami

“Zami offers the Audre Lorde Scholarship and several other $1,000
scholarships to gay and lesbian undergraduate and graduate
students of African descent who are making significant
contributions totheir communities. Zami is Atlanta® premiere
organization for leshians of African descent, and the award®
emphasisison servicetothe leshian community. The deadline is
May 15.” For further information please contact:

Zami

PO Box 2502

Decatur, GA 20031

Email: audrelordescholarship@zami.org

Phone: 404-370-0920
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APPENDIX A: SAMPLE INTRODUCTION LETTER

(Date)

(Address)

Dear Search Committee:

| am a college student at the University of Michigan-Dearborn and | am
applying for the (scholarship name). | would like to receive the application
information for the (name of scholarship).

Also, | would greatly appreciate any other information regarding this
scholarship and any other scholarship offers that may be helpful in
funding my education and therefore fulfilling my personal and academic
goals. For your convenience, | have enclosed a stamped, self-addressed
envelope.

Thank you for your assistance. Please feel free to contact me if there are
any questionsregarding this request.

Respectfully yours,
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APPENDIX B: SCHOLARSHIP TRACKER

SCHOLARSHIP
NAME

AMOUNT

QUALIFICATIONS

REQUIRE-
MENTS

DEADLINE
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APPENDIX C: FINANCIAL AID RESEARCH CHECKLIST APPENDIX D: ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCES
The following is a checklist to help students begin their financial aid Books:
research. It isimportant for studentsto “get to know” the process of
financial aid (i.e. what are the types of aid, what do certain words mean, Getting Money for College: Scholarships for African-American Students.
who should | talk to, etc). So use the following checklist to begin your
journey through the financial aid process. 2003. Canada: Peterson’s.

Who gets federal student aid?

Research all three levels of funding: National, Institutional (UM-D)
and Departmental.

Locate the financial aid department within the school and make a
list of contacts. Be sure to pick up a FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid) application or get information on how to apply
for federal aid online (www.fafsa.ed.gov).

Getting Money for College: Scholarships for Asian-American Students.
2003. Canada: Peterson’s.

Getting Money for College: Scholarships for Hispanic Students. Thomson
Peterson’s. 2003. Canada: Woodland.

Cassidy, Daniel J. 2004. The Scholarship Book (11th edition) USA:

How to access loans and grants. Prentice Hall.
Determine academic requirements for loans and/or other type of aid.
Determine eligibility requirements, e.g. G.P.A. Websites:

What does emancipation mean?

What is the difference between a Federal Pell Grant and a student
loan?

Research current loan interest rates.
Learn about your options for loan consolidation.

Taxes.

Peterson’s Planners - http://www.petersons.com
The Princeton Review - http://www.princetonreview.com

Reference Service Press - http://www.rspfunding.com

International students:
Kaplan International - http://www.kaplaninternational.com
Institute of International Education - http://www.iie.org

NAFSA: Association of International Educators - http://www.nafsa.org
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