
Join us for a six-day, experience 
based seminar designed to 

introduce you to foundational 
information about the beliefs and 
practices of  several of  the world’s 

religions. 

• Understand the role of religion in American life. 
 
 • Discover the diversity of religions in Metropolitan 
Detroit.  
 • Develop skills to function as a citizen in a multi-
religious nation.  
 • Learn the concepts and vocabulary of the religions 
studied sufficiently to be able to engage in intelligent 
dialogue with members of those religions.  
 • Know the practices of the religions studied suffi-
ciently to be able to be an informed visitor in those 
religious settings. 
 
 
 What have previous participants said? 
 
 “I came as a seeker, and learned so much.” 
 
 “I now have a better understanding of other 
faiths.” 
 
 “It has broadened my perspective, introduced me to 
faith fellows, and energized me to do interfaith 
work.” 
 
 “One of the best organized and presented seminars 
I have attended.” 
 
 “I feel that this has been one of the most extraordi-
nary experiences of my life.” 
 
 “AWESOME!!!” 
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Directions 

 
 

 From the west:  Take I-94 east to Southfield Frwy. and 
exit north. Follow Southfield to Michigan Ave. and  
exit west. Take Michigan Ave. west to Evergreen.  
 

 From the east:  Take I-94 west to Michigan Ave. and 
exit west.  Take Michigan Ave. to Evergreen.  
 

 From the south:  Take Southfield Frwy. north to 
Michigan Ave. and exit west. Take Michigan Ave. to 
 Evergreen.  
 

 From the north:  Take Southfield Frwy. south to Ford 
Road (M-153) and exit west. Follow Ford Road about 
one mile to Evergreen Road and go south. 
 
 



 General Seminar Information 
 

The non-credit cost of this six-day seminar is $475.    
This includes: 

 • Transportation to religious centers 
 • Breakfast, lunch and some dinners 
 • Course pack of readings 

 
Please register by May  22, 2009 — registration is 
limited. 
 

Continuing Education Units may be available for 
additional fees.  If you wish to earn CEUs, you must 
contact Sharie Beard and your institutional 
representative for the information and cost involved 
prior to mailing in the registration form. 
 
 

Undergraduate or Graduate Credit is available for 
those who register for Religious Studies 401 or 501 
(Religion in Contemporary American Culture) and complete 
the required written assignments. Contact Sharie 
Beard for information on UMD tuition and 
registration. 
 
 

Graduate Credit at Ecumenical Theological 
Seminary is available for those who register with 
Ecumenical Theological Seminary, 2930 Woodward 
Avenue, Detroit MI 48201, (313) 831-5200 and 
complete the required written assignments. Please 
contact the seminary to get information about 
additional requirements and cost for the course. 
 
 

Full and Partial Need-based Cost Waivers are 
available for  non-credit participants.  For information 
contact Sharie Beard prior to mailing in this form.  
Application deadline is May 22, 2009. 
 

 

In order to receive a full refund, you must cancel 
by June 5, 2009. 
 

Sharie Beard 
University of Michigan-Dearborn 

(313) 593-4925 
sbeard@umd.umich.edu 

 
Additional copies of this brochure may be accessed from the web at: 
http://casl.umd.umich.edu/csrs/  
 

Revised: 3/2009 

The Worldviews Seminar 
 

The Worldviews Seminar was created in the 
aftermath of the events of  September 11, 2001, to 
acquaint people with the perspectives and cultural 
identities of 

Baha’i 
Buddhism 

Chinese & Japanese Traditional Religions 
Christianity 

First Peoples and Native Traditions 
Hinduism 

Islam 
Jainism 
Judaism 
Sikhism 

Zoroastrianism  
and to explore different models of dialogue. Through 
time in the classroom and field trips to religious 
centers, this seminar places an emphasis on what 
people believe and do — and how that informs the 
meaning they make of the world. 
 

What you’ll experience 
 

   Classroom presentations combine lecture, 
discussion, films, music, and a display of maps, 
posters, and books. Each day follows a similar 
structure. It begins with continental breakfast in the 
Atrium of the College of Arts, Sciences, and Letters 
(CASL) Building at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. Music and sounds associated with the 
day’s religious focus play as participants enter the 
auditorium (room 1030).  Content for the day is 
presented and discussed. At noon, the group adjourns 
for lunch at Christ Church (just minutes away). The 
early afternoon features films, discussions, and 
occasional guest speakers.  The group then boards an 
air-conditioned bus for the day’s visit to religious 
centers for conversations with their leaders and 
members.  On some evenings, meals will be taken at 
the religious centers. 
 

Many voices will be heard during the course of the 
week, but daily presentations by Dr. Lucinda Mosher 
(Th.D.) and the availability of the Pluralism Project 
directors to the group will provide continuity to the 
seminar. The Pluralism Project’s extensive research 
on religious diversity in Metropolitan Detroit will 
enhance presentations and site visits. 
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